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STORIES OF IMPACT

Destination Michigan

CMU Public Television’s original series, “Destination Michigan,” features
the people and places across Michigan that make it a special place to

live. Staff producers and videographers travel across the state to find
creativity, beauty, and unique businesses to share with viewers. Segments
showcase a variety of topics including local artists and authors, unique
collections, hometown businesses, community gathering places, natural
beauty and landmarks, town histories and personalities. For its sixth season
the “Destination Michigan” crew took viewers along to Midland where
they learned the sport of curling. They also showcased the uniqueness of
the mushroom houses in Charlevoix, tasted the sweet treats at the Alpine
Chocolate Haus in Gaylord and toured the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Museum in Grand Rapids. Episodes of “Destination Michigan” air every
Monday evening and Saturday morning on WCMU.

Community Partnerships and Events

Reaching out into the communities we serve is a key part of our missionat
WCMU. This involves connecting with community organizations to bring
events and special projects to areas all over our vast coverage area.

CMU Public Television partnerships with various arts organizations
throughout Michigan have led to community visits with PBS Kids
characters like Curious George and The Man with the Yellow Hat. Film
screenings in various communities have also proven to be an effective
outreach opportunity. WCMU hosted film screenings for Waiting for Mamu’
and a preview of MASTERPIECE's “Downton Abbey, Season 6.”

CMU Public Broadcasting hosted station tours for Junior Achievement,
Cub and Boy Scouts, Home Schooled Children, PEAK (community
learning centers), Museum of Cultural and National History, Central
Christian Academy and CMU Digital Discovery Journalism Camp and
CMU Chippewa River Writing Project. WCMU participated in CMU’s
“Grandparents U” summer camp by conducting television production
classes for youngsters and their grandparents.

Additionally, WCMU staff were guest speakers for CMU Broadcast and
Cinematic Arts classes, the CMU chapters of the National Broadcasting
Association and AERho (The National Broadcasting Society - Alpha
Epsilon Rho), and off-site Career and Networking Fairs.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Independent Lens “Community Cinema”
Presented by CMU Public Television and
The Dennos Museum

* A groundbreaking public education and civic engagement initiative.
Free monthly screenings of films (September — May).

* On-location in Northern Michigan.

Bringing together organizations and community members to learn,
discuss and become involved.
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WCMU continued to host its “Community Cinema” series at the Dennos i & 73\
Museum Center in Traverse City the first Thursday of each month I : i
during the academic year. Participants were encouraged to arrive early R o
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to receive free discussion guides and complementary refreshments.

WCMU also sponsored the WCMU Free Night at the Dennos. The
project allows free entrance to the Dennos Museum Center’s exhibits
when there are Community Cinema events. The 2014/15 Season drew
nearly 250 attendees and covered topics including sex trafficking and
prostitution among teens and young women; a provocative inquiry

into the dissonance between stated beliefs as a society and what is
perpetuated and allowed in the name of those beliefs; homelessness
among teens and juvenile justice; and, gay marriage.

Each event included the screening of a feature film from the award-
winning PBS series Independent Lens. Following the screening, a
panel of local residents with expertise in the subject matter lead an
interactive discussion with audience members, bringing the film’s
content “home” and exploring options for becoming involved in
community/national/global problem solving. In collaboration with the
Dennos Museum Center, the films are offered free of charge making
universal access a reality. Our films are open captioned for the benefit
of the deaf and hearing impaired.

Partnerships Established:

Traverse Bay Intermediate School District high schools, Oliver Art
Center, Northwestern Michigan College faculty, Interlochen Arts
Academy faculty, an immigration attorney, Traverse City Human Rights
Commission members, Agape Ministries retired pastor, Conscientious
Objectors (Viet Nam era), Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Grand
Traverse, Grand Traverse Band of Indians, probation officers, criminal
justice professionals, Grand Traverse County Courts officers, and
GirlTECH representatives.



